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for	Project	Services	(“UNOPS”)	to	utilize	and	disseminate	SPI’s	‘Business	School	and	Capacity	Building	Program’	in	UNOPS’s	Global	Innovation	Centers	to	be	created	around	the	world.		The	press	release	stated	that	SPI’s	business	school	will	“train	and	empower	local	entrepreneurs,	especially	women,	in	essential	business	skills,	enabling	them	to	be	independent	and	successful	business	owners.”		The	successful	dissemination	of	this	business	would	likely	have	a	substantially	broader	impact	than	SPI’s	existing	heritage-related	projects.	Prior	to	concluding,	l	note	I	am	not	suggesting	that	all	community	relations	are	governed	by	material	determinism	and	essentialism,	or	even	that	primarily	material	approaches	are	correct	for	and	can	be	efficacious	in	all	circumstances.		On	the	contrary,	at	SPI	we	frequently	turn	down	projects	because	we	feel	that	such	an	approach	would	not	be	sustainable	for	a	particular	project,	and	we	expect	that	some	of	our	projects	will	fail.		Nor	am	I	dismissing	the	value	of	outreach	and	conservation	projects,	but	rather	merely	pointing	out	that	they	have	little	to	do	with	stated	goals	of	preservation	or	community	betterment.		My	own	recent	research	is	beginning	to	demonstrate	that	these	programs	are	far	more	effective	when	combined	with	or	following	a	project	which	generates	a	meaningful	economic	benefit	to	the	local	community.	The	great	cultural	and	social	commentator	Yogi	Berra	supposedly	said:		"In	theory,	theory	and	practice	are	the	same.		In	practice,	they	are	not".		If	we	can	better	align	theory	and	practice,	archaeology	and	anthropology	have	an	extraordinary	opportunity	both	to	preserve	heritage	and	generate	meaningful	benefits	to	poor	communities	around	the	world.		Embracing	community	empowerment	and	social	entrepreneurship	leads	to	a	richer	archaeological	and	anthropological	practice	that	is	more	deeply	embedded	in	the	real	world,	and	provides	better	and	additional	opportunities	both	to	educate	the	public	about	the	past	and	demonstrate	the	relevance	and	importance	of	archaeology	in	the	present.				
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